Woodland

BY CAROLINE COOK

IT was while Dan Watson
was gludving landsomnps
architecture that he
hecame interested In tradi
thomal woedland skills.

As part of his course at
Lawds Metropolitan Uni-
voraity, lectures touched
on | conservation minage-
roent and woodland skills,
und Dan, now 26, decidod
(o pursue the subjects fur-
{her.

Mow, with the help of
the Prince's Youth Busi-
ripas Trust Dan, who lives
In Mennwood, Leods, has
furned his skills into a
thriving business,

With o workshop in
Thorper, and two rented
woodland areas near the
village and at Sherbarn in
Elmel, Dan practices the
ancient erafl of coppieing,
before timing the matert
als into fencing products
and other spacialist gar-
don ltems,

“Wost of the things |
make are garden-related
products and I get the
materials (o make them by
doing what is known as
coppicing,” said Dan, who
met Princs Charles during
a recent exhibition of his
work in London.

“Coppicing 18 a form of
wood management by

which you cul a Lree down
and from tho stump you
gol several new shoots
regrowing, providing a
renewable crop of hard:
wiondl.

“You cut the area and
about seven ar olght years
Iater vou go back in there
ant cut the new crop, It s
superh for forn and funa
It kick-starts the wood by
letting Mhrht into the wood-
lnnd foor,” hi: sald

Loan

With the help of a
Prince's Youth loan, and
grant, Dan Watson Wood-
Iand Prodocts was set up
In October last yeor.

Most of his cusomers
are individuals, looking
for products slightly diffes
ent from the more mass
produced items from gar-
dien centres.

Some of Dan's most pop
ular products are hodles,
or woven fencing, but he
also makes archways, Fus
{ie furniture and produces
barbecus charcoal

“Every piece of timber
that T cut T use, And since
October | have managed to
meet all my targets and
am also enjoving it which
Is one of the most impor-
tant things for me,” he
gaid

FLASHBACK: Dan Watson meets Prince Charles
at an exhibition of his work. it wos a Prince’s
Youth Business Trust loan which got him started
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@ WOODLAND EXPERT: Dan Watson at work in

Saw Wood near Therner
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